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At the end of May 1945, the leadorstip of SSD in Thuringia comienced | purge 
within the perty renks directed ecainct NantieSoviet elements.” SED members 
affected vere ooinly former echerents of SPD. 


In the Wordhaucen district, forty-two former SPD members were excluded from 
the SED between the beginning of the purge ond mid-July 1948, and thirty-one 
wore removed in the Sonderhauren district. These were all reproached with 
anti-Soviet attitudes and being "Schumecher men," 


"Purring! ineluded not only banning of the persons from the party but in 
sone eases clso their errest by the VD. For exanple, Uerthold Otto, a 
menber of the CED fron Jiegersdorf, wos arrested by the IVD at the end of 
lay 1948, Is fonily wer informed ehout 7 July 1948 that Otio had been 
exeludea from the SED as a "Sehumecher man" and would be sentenced by 2 
Nussion nilitery tribunel. 


Com:ent: 4 previous report indiested thet 25x1 


gone such purge of "unreliable" clenents from the ! oD wear to be expected at 


gone indetorminate dete, Thic is the first indiection of sueh action received 
cinee the romovels of S2D nersonnel oceasioned by the formation of the DIK. 
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